Today's Choices

BBC Cardiff Singer
of the World

5.30pm BBC2
MUSIE The classical singing
sontest reaches 15 linal movemsnk
with & field that began as 600
yoding {mostly intheir 205) singers
from &8 countries narrowed down
t0 five finalists, Tonight, they sing
Thieir lungs oul for the chance to
winamodest prizeby TV
ot andards of £158 000 and. mare
:.-!'..1|I'.:.:'Ir1:','_ prestige oy the
Bucketioad: this & ihe contest that
aunched [he careser ol Br bl Terlel
20 years agoand many cihers
since. Huw Edwards and Aled
Jones hoat whal thould be o
garious finale. David Butcher

Hope Springs

"M e FEERid FRFRSs i e

finesh alt ke lof of them. There ara
another s 2pisodes bo ga, so this
wold seem unliely. Alson Graham

Stephen Tompkinson's
African Balloon

Adventure
S.00om [TV ITY HD
DOCUMENTARY SLephen
Tomphkirsan and his pllot spend
pracious e birme i e air this
wesL First, o wind threakens to blaw
thiesm pwar the bonder 1o Zimbated
20 they give upon the idea of drifting
genthy aver the spactacular Victoria
Falls. *Alkhaigh tha Spirit of
agweniure fhows in our veins, we're
not comalately ingane,” explains
I ompairisan, Then there's a profdem
will L walves on the gas cylinders.
Meat, the Bofswanan gavernment

CASUALTY 1909

Edwardian TLE served with &
whiff of starch and carbodic

i the balison will scare the
wildite - Eltr-EL:I]"I thesy don't mand
heficopters buzz rH) aboiut the place.
But there's plenty to See at ground
level including seme orphan
eephants, aneccenbric English
mansion built after the First Workd
‘War, a magnificent wikl eopand and

kate Mpss. Jane Rackham

Casualty 1909

2000 BECT, BBC HD

DRAMA New serfes The Edwardian
miedical dramad redurms, iS5 Shkevies
starched and ready Tor action. 5o
brace yoursall for mowstachiced
ooCtors barking a1 nurses in Prilly
heipcgoar, while pericd gone spits
out: the series is beautiully realised,
but needs a strong stamach

I"s easy toget wrapped upinthe
challenges facing the medics who
weall the beautsully hiled halls of 1he
Londan Hospital, but it might be
Een eatdd if @ach case didhn'l Coam
wrappead ud &S a Tinger-walgemg
histary lessan, One patient isa
Bruised girl whose sad take deasn’l
o0 anyayhene DUt servies [o nemingd us
that, a5 a caption pents out . QNS as
woung 8% ben worked as prostitutes
Mearmvhile, the Boody allermath ol
an explosion is a chanoe to reveal
Ehat Soeme podice i 1209 were,
wiou'll be shocked 1o kearm, rasst,

When the writers frust the
Characters torustle up proper
drama, (hings work betber, partly
thanks To a splendd cast. David
Troughton steals the show as biuff
surgeon Hurry Fenwick, while Sarah
Smart shines as sheady nurse Ada
Fusse {picthured near k). And In
the end, who could resist adrama
where patients onthe cperaling
tabda are offered acup of tes? DB
Bahind the scenes: page 8

Kingdom
S00pm ITVLITY HD
DRAMA &5 an achvert Tor Horfolk's
Chaarmg, This week § epsode may not
go down well with the East Anglian
{ourist board = it ssams bo suggest
1he place |5 populated Dy nultlers.
Turnupina lowety marked-tovn pub
Bhop bhoir Stariled Duck, Tor instance,
and you'lbe Greatid by The Saghs
of paopledressed a5 musketears,
Hawaianhuld dancers or MrSpock
erture intothe countryside and
there’s the fourth Doctar Wha
stuemdiing about, comiplete with |2:'I:_;
scarf and &lly babeers {a noa wisl,
that, & oneof fhe ather localsis
oilairesg vy sixki Dackor Colin Baker)
And then ihene are the crop circles
that have sapesred i & field oened
by eccentric farmer Geraldine [Sandi
Todsyvig) IS all jolly good fun. That
thares wery il legal actson (obher



